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Focus on Intentional Early Literacy
and Early Mathematics Practices
by Brandy Archer,
Michigan Department of Education
All students deserve the opportunity to graduate career, college, and community ready in order to be well-prepared for their future career decisions. This
path begins early in life and school. The Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) is gearing up to launch a more direct focus on early literacy and early
mathematics. To support core teaching, MDE will provide messaging that
includes examples of high leverage practices for intentional instruction in K-3
early literacy and mathematics.
In a previous journal article, I introduced intentional instructional practices including Quality Questioning, Academic Vocabulary, Depth of Knowledge, and
Flexible Grouping. Each of these instructional practices considers the standards, culture, and instruction used to engage students in learning. The standards, curriculum, and
materials that are used at each grade level help to drive the instructional goals. In addition, acknowledging the culture of the student and teacher,
(background, interests, and perspectives)
helps to determine how activities and the
Expand content
classroom should be structured to support
knowledge and
vocabulary
learning. Finally, the instructional practicacquisition
es incorporate strategies to foster student
engagement in their own learning. The word
intentional is applied to refer to concentrated
Integrate mathematics
instruction that builds
efforts on increasing student achievement in
on a child's existing
a particular area. When educators are intenknowledge, applicable
to their daily lives, and
tional, careful thought is given to the instruccan be connected
tion, and information is gathered to provide
across content areas
evidence of implementation.
MDE's focus on intentional early literacy practices will:
•
•
•
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Promote informational reading and writing skills in content area instruction,
Address foundational skills (phonological awareness, phonics & word recognition, fluency, & print
concepts), and
Build knowledge and vocabulary.
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With a statewide literacy framework (The MiLit Plan) in place and several strong statewide literacy
initiatives emerging from the state department over the years, an emphasis on the importance of early
mathematics has been overshadowed. Furthermore, research is revealing that early mathematics achievement is a predictor of later success in mathematics into the high school years, as well as later success in
reading 1 •
MDE's focus on intentional early math practices will:
•
•
•

Ensure developmentally appropriate learning progressions are taught for number and operations,
geometry, patterns, and data analysis,
Promote language rich classrooms that incorporate learning through play and gaming as well as the
inclusion of methods to represent multiple ideas, processes, and solutions, and
Intentionally integrate mathematics instruction that builds on a child's existing knowledge, is applicable to their daily lives, and that can be connected across different content areas.

For more information please consider attending a free meeting in your area by visiting:
mde-earlylitandmath-instruction. weebly.com
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